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DRAFT Minutes 
Wednesday, March 27, 2019 
SRDC Annual Transportation Committee Meeting  
CRD Office, Slayton, MN  
 
 
MEMBERS: Bob Byrnes, Bruce Kooiman, Hartwin Kreft, Richard Peterson, Mic VanDeVere (Chair), Don 
Wachal, Matt Widboom; Annette Fiedler and Maxwell Kaufman (SRDC Staff). 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  
 
GUESTS PRESENT:  Sam Parker & Ronda Allis (MnDOT D7), Lindsey Bruer (MnDOT D8), Glenn Olson 
(City of Marshall Engineer), Steve Nasby (City of Windom), Shawn Schloesser (RNDC), Nick Klisch 
(Cottonwood Co), Chad Kingstrom (UMVRDC) 
 
CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by Chairman VanDeVere. All were 
asked to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance; introductions followed. 
 
AGENDA: There were no changes to the agenda. 
 
M/S/P Peterson, Kooiman to approve the Agenda as written. 
 
MINUTES: The Committee reviewed the minutes of July 31, 2018. 
 
M/S/P Wachal, Widboom to approve the July 31, 2018 minutes presented. 
 
SRDC FY 2020 DRAFT TRANSPORTATION WORKPLAN:   
 

 Development Planner Maxwell Kaufman explained the new additions to the Work plan. 
These included: 

 
Statewide Priorities: 

1. Updating list of Statewide Plans, Policies, and Studies to include: Freight   Investment 
Plan, Airport Comprehensive Plan Work, Airport Zoning Work,   Connected & 
Automated Vehicle work, Pedestrian Plan, and Transportation   Equity work. 

2. Regional Priorities 
a. TZD participation now mentions “monitoring of” local TZD initiatives.  
b. King of Trails Scenic Byway outreach now includes a mention of the   potential 

corridor management plan update. 
c. Assistance with local applications now specifically mentions “TED, Corridors of 

Commerce, SRTS, etc.” 
d. District freight planning work added.  

3. Other Transportation Activities 
a. SRTS Planning removed as no schools/communities from Region 8 applied this 

year.  
b. SRTS added to SHIP implementation grants 
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c. RTCC work through UCAP added.  

 Several attendees asked exactly what the SRDC does in terms of airport zoning as 
described under Statewide Priorities. Physical Development Director Annette Fiedler 
explained that staff sits on statewide airport comprehensive planning committees and 
that the SRDC does not do airport zoning approvals. Staff also connects MnDOT and 
local jurisdictions, acting as a liaison.  

 Fiedler suggested correcting the “Other” section of the workplan to correctly reflect 
the name of the Greater Minnesota Regional Parks and Trail Commission.  

 Glenn Olson, Marshall City Engineer, asked where corridor coalitions fit in this work 
plan. Fiedler responded that it fits under the fifth bullet under Regional Priorities. 
Because staff cannot use this contract for lobbying purposes, their time is used to 
attend corridor coalition meetings for purposes other than lobbying.  

 
M/S/P: Peterson, Kreft to recommend the Workplan to the Budget and Personnel Committee. 
 
TRANSPORTATION MEETING SCHEDULE UPDATES: 
 

 District 7 / ATP 7 District 8 / ATP 8 

• SRDC Public Meeting March 27, 2019 – Slayton 

• ATP meetings June 14 April 12 

• Programming Update Work group (PUW) • (Held as needed when direction is needed for 
TPIC – investment guidance) 

• TZD Regional workshops 
• http://www.minnesotatzd.org/events/workshops/  

April 18 
Mankato 

April 23 
Granite Falls 

 
 
CORRIDOR COALITION UPDATES:    TH 23, TH 212, TH 68, TH 60(coalition member) 
 
TH 23 – Bob Byrnes, Mayor of Marshall, explained how money was bonded to get a 4-lane expansion 
in the gaps between New London and Richmond.  Some geographic equity is being seen in the current 
work. 
 
TH 212 – Because the City of Marshall benefits from the TH 212 corridor to the Twin Cities, Marshall 
sits on the coalition. Marshall’s issue is connectivity to the cities. Byrnes mentioned the gaps in the 
Cologne and Bongard’s areas. TH 212 sustains heavy traffic and the design hasn’t been improved since 
the 1940s. There has been lots of political progress. Lindsey Bruer, MnDOT D8 Planning Director, 
mentioned that about $7.5 million has been awarded up to this point with about $5-7 million left to 
be secured, so progress is being made. It was mentioned by Fiedler that bottlenecking has been a 
problem for freight on TH 212. 
 
TH 68 - Byrnes mentioned the upcoming 2021 shoulder-widening project. This coalition is not as 
active.  
 

 TH 60 - Fiedler mentioned the TH 60 ribbon-cutting event to recognize the completion of 4-lane 
expansion this past year. The coalition still exists, but according to the bylaws, they have completed 
their mission. The coalition will decide whether to dissolve or shift its focus. A TH 60 Corridor Study in 
Windom will begin this year, but the coalition’s role is unclear.  
 

http://www.minnesotatzd.org/events/workshops/
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DISCUSSION OF SUBCOMMITTEE FUNDING TARGETS:    Due to the complexity of this topic, the 
District Planning Directors did not delve into the topic in detail at the meeting, but can answer any 
questions.   
 

REVIEW OF THE DISTRICT 7 DRAFT AREA TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM:    
 

 Ronda Allis, MnDOT D7 Planning Director, gave an overview of the ATIP. This is 4 years of 
programmed projects for which funding is identified. Referring to funding targets, Allis 
mentioned that this year has been the most change in funding guidance that many at MnDOT 
have ever seen. With that said, this is not the norm. Allis also explained some funding and 
selection mechanisms.  

 Local Federally Funded Projects (see map “District 7, Local Federally Funded Projects) 
o These are projects on county and city systems. 
o Fiedler noted that railroad crossing work has had limited communications in the past 

and asked whether local communication has improved. Allis said that MnDOT currently 
doesn’t receive the information until the city does, so communication has become 
much better.  

o Peterson raised a question on the location of the 2020 Watonwan County project (83-
00107). Sam Parker, MnDOT Principal Planner, responded.  

 ATIP 2020-2023 (see map “District 7 Draft 2020-2023 Area Transportation Improvement 
Program) 

o A question was raised about what year construction takes place. Allis explained that 
the MnDOT fiscal year goes from July 1 to June 30, so for the FY 2020 year, 
construction could happen anytime from July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020. Bruer noted 
that typically projects are let in the spring, so generally the calendar and fiscal years 
align for construction.  

o A question was raised about light replacement. Allis will check on this.  
o Fiedler noted that the Highway 4 widening is a direct outcome of the District Bike Plan. 
o THs 253, 254, and 263 are slated to be turned back to the counties. TH 22 is a potential 

turnback. 
o Nick Klisch, Cottonwood County Engineer, noted that improvements are being made to 

the traffic approaching signage along Highway 60 in Mountain Lake.  
o Allis stated that MnDOT is finalizing the details of the Highway 60 Windom Corridor 

Study. This will go from about the Jackson/Cottonwood county line to Prime Pork. This 
study is intended to identify the needs of Highway 60 – likely a full reconstruction 
within the next decade. The aim is a July kickoff and a yearlong study. There will be 
plenty of input opportunities. At the moment there are no roundabout plans for 
Windom, but the study could identify that as a solution. While semis pose difficulty for 
roundabouts, it was noted that it is a rule to not enter roundabouts when a semi is 
present.  

o Allis stated that a Worthington corridor study was completed two years ago, but it will 
be revisited for the Ryan’s Road area.  

 Windom Highway 60 Open House: April 5, 4-6 PM in the Windom Council Chambers.  

 Farm Show, April 6 in Windom. J-turn demonstrations for the public.  
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 Peterson asked a question about why different materials are used in different sections of the 
Interstate.  Allis stated that this is to stagger replacement times and also because the base 
material differs along roadways. Budget also plays a role in what materials can be used.  

 Peterson asked a question about the need for signal replacement in Jackson. Allis stated she 
would look into it and follow-up with the committee to answer that question.  

 
REVIEW OF THE DISTRICT 8 DRAFT AREA TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM: 
 

 Draft D8 ATIP (see maps ATP 8 Local Area Transportation Improvement Program 2020-2023 and 
ATP 8 Area Transportation Improvement Program 2020-2023) 

 Project 10: US 75 (Pipestone City) bridge replacement (2020): Ped/bike and drainage issues are 
being taken into consideration. 

 Fiedler noted that BROS was Bridges off-system and means on a road functionally classified as a 
minor collector or local road.  

 Project 17: US 71 (south of Sanborn) bridge replacement (2021): MnDOT bridge over the river, 
not the railroad bridge. 

 Fiedler asked whether there had been discussion during the scoping of the project about the July 
3rd flood event when a lot of pressure was on the Des Moines River bridge east of Currie. Bruer 
stated that the bridge engineer and bridge crew have been monitoring this bridge closely and 
have not identified any additional needs. 

 Project 31: US 68 (between Marshall & Minneota) hot in-place recycle (2022) and Project 14 
(same stretch of road) shoulder widening (2021): Minneota has been worked with on speed 
reduction options (including trees, speed trailers, moving out speed signage). 

 Project 24L: Redwood CSAH 24 (Redwood Falls to Lower Sioux Reservation) resurfacing and 
intersection improvements (2022): Fiedler asked whether this project would be accessing the 
IRR funds since it goes through the Reservation. Bruer was unsure and stated Keith Berndt, 
Redwood County Engineer, would know since this is a local project.  

 Project 40: MN 271 (MN 19 to State Line) reclaim and overlay (2023): Bruer noted that no work 
for this project takes place within the City of Hendricks.  

 Bruce Kooiman, Pipestone County Commissioner, stated that while it is good Highway 91 made 
it onto both D7 and D8 work this year; Highway 75 is in great need of repair. Three years after 
the last work was done, it is falling apart. Bruer stated that it has come up in MnDOT discussions.  

 There will be an open house for the upcoming Tracy to Revere project (April 2, 5:00 PM at the 
Walnut Grove Community Center).  

 A question was raised about why there was such a reduction in funding guidance and whether it 
has to do with electric vehicles avoiding gas taxes. Allis and Bruer stated one of the reasons for 
the reduction was due to Minnesota’s federal obligation rate going down. This is the money 
Minnesota gets back from the feds after gas taxes are collected for gas sold in MN. Minnesota 
used to get about 95% of what was paid in back in federal funds to spend on transportation 
projects. Now that number is about 93%. Funding is also based on projections of revenue, which 
can fluctuate based on how much gas is sold and how many vehicles are purchased – we are 
constantly adjusting between what we think or predict we will receive for funds and what we 
actually receive for funds. Electric vehicles pay a flat fee when renewing their tabs. Wachal asked 
whether funds were being redirected to the Metro, to which Allis and Bruer stated that the 
reduction was statewide.  
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 Fiedler noted that federal regulations prohibit private EV charging stations at public rest areas, 
which could be an upcoming federal issue in need of resolving.  

 A question was asked about how the flooding in Iowa and Nebraska will impact Minnesota’s 
transportation funding. Bruer & Allis stated the funding for the repair of infrastructure impacted 
by the flooding in Iowa and Nebraska will likely come from hazard funds (FEMA); but may have 
an impact on getting contractors and bid prices.  

 
OTHER / NEW / OLD BUSINESS:   There was no other business at this time. 
 
 
FUTURE MEETING DATES /TOPICS:    July Annual Meeting with District 7 & 8 Engineers and staff. 
 

 Kaufman will work with the Committee Chair and the District Engineers to find a date 
for the June/July Annual Meeting. (Generally not the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays as these are 
usually county commission meeting dates.) 

 
ADJOURN:   Chairman VanDeVere adjourned the meeting at 2:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

 
Prepared/Reviewed By:     Approved By: 

 
 
 

Maxwell Kaufman  
Development Planner      Committee Chair 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


